


 
Convinced that political commitment to the right of access to information is necessary for 
adoption and full implementation and enforcement of access to information legislation and 
instruments;  
 
Stressing that although there have been great advances in the right of access to information over 
the past decade, there remain many challenges including the absence of national legislation, 
widely varying levels of implementation, and continued political resistance; 
 
FINDINGS: 
 
The assembled conference hereby finds that: 
 

1. The fundamental right of access to information is inherent in all cultures and systems of 
government.  

2. A lack of access to information disproportionately affects the poor, women and other 
vulnerable and marginalized people, and as such the right should be guaranteed to all 
sectors of society.  

3. The right of access to information is fundamental to human dignity, equity and peace 
with justice.  

4. Transparency is a necessary and powerful instrument for promoting human and state 
security. 

5. New technology offers a great potential for facilitating access to information, yet factors 
that limit access and data management practices have prevented many from benefiting 
from its full potential.  

6. Enacting a comprehensive law is essential, but insufficient, to establishing and sustaining 
the right of access to information. 

7. Equally important is constructing an appropriate institutional framework and developing 
public administration capacity to manage and provide information.  

8. It also is critical to raise public awareness of the right of access to information, ensure 
capacity to exercise the right including through public education, and foster support for 
transparency among all sectors of society.  

9. A free and independent media is a fundamental component to the establishment and full 
enjoyment of the right of access to information.  

 
PRINCIPLES:  
 
Further to these findings, we set out the following key principles: 
 

1. Access to information is a fundamental human right.   
 
2. All states should enact legislation to give effect to the right of access to information. 

 
3. The right of access to information applies to all intergovernmental organizations, 

including the United Nations, international financial institutions, regional development 
banks, and bilateral and multilateral bodies. These public institutions should lead by 
example and support others efforts to build a culture of transparency.  
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6. States and international organizations should ensure a system of implementation that 
provides for: 

a. The equitable exercise of the right of access to information;  
b. Training of all public officials on the practice and application of the right;  
c. Public education and training to empower persons to make full use of the right; 
d. Allocation of necessary resources to ensure efficient and timely administration; 
e. Strengthening of information management to facilitate access to information;  
f. Regular monitoring and reporting on operation of the law; and 
g. Review of the operation and compliance with the law, by legislative and key 

oversight bodies. 
 

7. Companion legislation that would further promote the right of access to information and 
provide a supportive legislative framework should be enacted, including: laws 
compelling disclosure of political party and campaign financing; lobbying disclosure; 
archiving legislation; whistleblowing protection; and professional public administration 
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Atlanta Georgia 
February 29, 2008 
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