




 

South Sudan and Mali, the two countries that had the most cases and the greatest problems with 
insecurity in 2014 led the way with provisional reductions of 93% and 88% respectively.  Worm 
specimens from all 22 cases were confirmed as Dracunculus medinensis by the Division of 
Parasitic Diseases and Malaria laboratory at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). Zero cases were reported worldwide in January, September and December 2015, and for 
the first time, all four countries ended the year with less than ten cases each. The number of 
villages reporting one or more cases was reduced from 54 to 20 between 2014 and 2015, and for 
the third consecutive year, no cases were exported from one country to another. Only 36% (8/22) 
of the cases were contained in 2015, which is less than the 73% case containment rate achieved in 
2014, but transmission may still not have taken place even if one or more of the standard criteria (see 
last page) are not met, e.g., if cases were not discovered within 24 hours after the worm began to 
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CCC = Case Containment Center
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surveillance system immediately. The EDEP should monitor the number of rumors 
reported by the IDSR, schools and other reporting units on a monthly basis. 

 
6. EPHI should ensure surveillance officers investigate any rumor of GW within 24 

hours of receiving reports from IDSR units. The EDEP should monitor the 
proportion of rumors investigated within 24 hours on a monthly basis. 

 
7. 



 

2015 SOUTH SUDAN GWEP REVIEW MEETING RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. The SSGWEP should ensure consistent follow up on rumors and suspects in Level I, II and III 
Surveillance areas, including accurate completion of patient investigation forms.  

 
2. The SSGWEP should maintain an organized filing and record keeping system of all documents used in 

response to rumors and suspects in all Surveillance areas (Preparation for WHO Certification 
process).  

 
3. The SSGWEP should conduct a more thorough investigation of all three cases (Angon, Rumcieth and 

Awelpiny) to determine the exact source of transmission.  
 
4. The SSGWEP should involve the Members of Parliament, County Commissioners and politicians in 

the development and implementation of Guinea worm eradication and cash reward awareness 
strategies.  

 
5. The SSGWEP should integrate active case search and awareness activities with the NTD Mass Drug 

Administration in all states.  
 
6. The SSGWEP should establish cross border surveillance between Lakes and Western Equatoria.  
 
7. The SSGWEP should work with the IDSR/EWARN managers and other surveillance systems to follow 

up on all Guinea worm alerts within 24 hours and ensure proper documentation of the investigations 
and follow-up.  

 
8. The SSGWEP should monitor dog infections and outline an effective strategy to address dog 

infections, if necessary.  
 
9. The Ministry of Electricity, Dams, Irrigation and Water Resources, State Ministry of Physical 






