
in Atlanta, Georgia from February 27-29, 2008, under the auspices of the Carter 
Center and hereby adopt the following Declaration and Plan of Action to 
advance the passage, implementation, enforcement, and exercise of the right of 
access to information:

Preamble
Recognizing that Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
Article 19 of the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights, Article 
13 of the American Convention on Human Rights, and Article 9 of the African 
Charter on Human and People’s Rights provide for a right to “seek, receive and 
impart information,” and Article 10 of the European Convention on Human 
Rights establishes a similar right to “receive and impart information;”

Emphasizing that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the case of 
Claude Reyes v. Chile found that Article 13 of the American Convention on 
Human Rights recognizes a general right of access to information and that states 
must provide a system for exercising that right;

Considering that the Council of Europe, the Organization of American States, 
and the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights have adopted clear 
statements and declarations on the right of access to information, that there 
are important right to information initiatives underway at the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, and that the recent United Nations 
Convention Against Corruption calls on all states to ensure that the public has 
effective access to information;

Acknowledging that the right of access to information is a foundation for citizen 
participation, good governance, public administration efficiency, accountability 
and efforts to combat corruption, media and investigative journalism, human 
development, social inclusion, and the realization of other socio-economic and 
civil-political rights;

Appreciating that the right of access to information promotes efficient markets, 
commercial investment, competition for government business, fair administra-
tion and compliance of laws and regulations;
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25. �The access to information community should strive to build solidarity with a 
full range of stakeholders who share a common transparency agenda.

26. �The Carter Center will work with others to disseminate the Atlanta 
Declaration, through high level communications, publications, conferences 
and meetings.

We call upon all states, international and regional bodies, and the global access 
to information community to establish, develop and nurture the right of access 
to information across the world, in accordance with the findings and principles 
enunciated in this Declaration and to commit to the plan of action in further-
ance of our common objective.

Atlanta Georgia
February 29, 2008



Convinced that political commitment to the right of access to information is 





	 b. develop instruments on the right of access to information;

	 c. �conduct ongoing monitoring of compliance with this right, through formal 
and informal follow-up mechanisms such as peer review.

5. �International donors should support countries’ efforts to establish, implement 
and enforce the right of access to information by providing technical assis-
tance and sufficient long-term funding, including through new aid modalities 


