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WHOLE OF SYRIA SUMMARY

e NORTHWEST | The ongoing Government of Syria (GoS) offensive against
the Hayyat Tahrir al Sham (HTS)-dominated northwest slowed during this
reporting period. GoS and opposition re-enforcements arrived on the
frontlines. In the de-escalation zone, HTS began a recruitment drive
targeting youth. In the Turkish-backed areas of northern Aleppo
Governorate, local armed groups continued their clashes in Jarablus and Al
Bab.

e SOUTH & CENTRAL | Attacks against GoS-aligned personnel continued in
Daraa Governorate. In multiple locations, anti-government graffiti
appeared. In central areas of the country, ISIS harassment of GoS forces
continued. In Tal Ftaya town in the Qalamoun Mountains, an armed group
attacked a GoS checkpoint, a first in over two years.

e NORTHEAST | The focus of conflict between Turkish-backed forces and
GoS was in Ain Issa town. In the Operation Peace Spring area, two explosive
attacks targeted Turkish-backed forces in Tal Abiad and Suluk towns. In
Raqqga City, a car bomb detonated three days after Raqqa City Police had
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NORTHWEST SYRIA

The Government of Syria (GoS) offensive against the Hayyat Tahrir al Sham (HTS)-
dominated northwest slowed during this reporting period, coinciding with poor
weather conditions. Despite gains in late December,2 no GoS advances were
recorded in the past week. On 1 January, a HTS counter-offensive against GoS in
the Al Tah area ended with no changes of territory (Figure 1). HTS Inghimasi
(special forces) and several suicide bombers were involved in the operation.

Figure 1: Current GoS vs HTS frontlines in the northwest. Data from ACLED and The Carter Center.

GoS ground bombardments continued to impact southern areas of Idleb
governorate, including shells falling close to a Turkish military observation post
in Maar Hathat, near Sarmin town. The Turkish military responded by shelling GoS
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